orld Wide Church 


| 
-endance Movement 


rain in 1956 the General Board 
wangelism is stressing a great 
pch Attendance Movement that 
be world-wide in scope and 
belusive in character. It is well 
we should ask why church at- 
ince should be promoted and 
we hope to accomplish by a 
iment. 
= first evidence of vital life is 
. Regular church attendance 
fs in the Church a climate 
Bable to spiritual growth. Spir- 
food is not usually taken in 
ut continuous exposure to it. 
inf the supreme joys of a pas- 
experienced in seeing both in- 
ls and families grow and de- 
in the life of the spirit as they 
church with regularity. 
uestionably, the habit of reg- 
church attendance creates in 
ommunity a tide that is run- 
ith the interests of God. One 
scarcely exaggerate in ex- 
-ng the importance of this fact. 


ISTIMONY OF MILLIONS 


at public worship fills a need 
average life is the testimony 
Ilions of people the world a- 
l. In this frightened atomic 
ere is no need more evident 
‘that of achieving a sense of 
sing. The surest basis for 
ving this is through meeting 
fellows in the presence of God 
miting with ones’ fellows in at- 
jing to fulfill the will of God. 
ting, then, that regular church 
lance is a thing to be desired, 
‘can we expect to accomplish 


me XXIX 


: “a 
Zia VT 
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through another Movement for 


Church Attendance? 


We first hope to lead the persons 
not now attending to pledge them- 
selves to do so for the period from 
January 1 to Easter. It is hoped that, 
in fulfilling this pledge, they will 
form a habit of church attendance 
which will carry over and continue 
beyond the period of the pledge. 

It is expected that persons, both 
young and old, who are not now re- 
lated to the Church will begin the 
Christian life and will enjoy the 
satisfactions of regular church at- 
tendance. 

Such a Movement has as its objec- 
tive the training of the church 
members in Christian stewardship 
and tithing, and no extreme of dil- 
igence in promoting the every-mem- 
ber canvass, and no extreme of plan- 
ning a budget can compare in ef- 
fectiveness with thronging the sanc- 
tuary with worshipers. If the people 
attend and learn the joy of fellow- 
ship in God’s House, they will con- 
tribute to His enterprises. 

Another thing we hope to accom- 
plish by means of another Move- 
ment in church attendance is the 
training of the people in the high 
and holy art of worship. No surer 


way has ever been discovered to 
grow in grace and into God-like- 
ness than to participate regularly in 
worship and learn better and more 
satisfying methods of worship. 


WORTHY ATTITUDES 

A further objective of the Church 
Attendance Movement is to lead all 
who attend to a daily practice of 
Christian living. No better soil for 
the germination of worthy attitudes 
and actions has yet been found than 
that provided by filled churches. 

A Church Attendance Move- 
ment may well serve to lift up the 
importance of vital preaching and 
may serve materially to improve 
the quality of that preaching. It is 
a poor minister, indeed, who fails to 
respond to a sanctuary filled with 
expectant worshipers. 

The Church Attendance Movement 
may well serve to strengthen and 
vitalize the organizations of the 
church. If people are led to form 
habits of regular church attendance, 
we will be remiss if we do not in- 
vite them to widen their church 
contacts and experiences by par- 
ticipating in activities of the Men’s 
Club, the Woman’s Society of Chris- 
tian Service, the Methodist Youth 

(Continued on page 13) 
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iwews and Notes 


Pastor is given a car. The Rev. Chr. 
Bertelsen of Kankakee, Ill., got a new 
automobile as a Christmas gift from 
the congregations he is serving. He is 
serving the U.E.L.C. Trinity church 
at Kankakee, Tll., and the E.L.C. Grand 
Prairie Lutheran Church at Herscher, 
ale 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH 
AND AUGUSTANA DISCUSS 
LUTHERAN UNION 


As we have previously stated the 
U.L.C.A. and Augustana met at Chi- 
cago, Dec. 16, 1955, and agreed on an 
invitation to be extended to all the 
Lutheran church jbodies in the coun- 
try to meet for the purpose of dis- 
cussing organizational union. It was 
suggested that the first meeting was 
to be held after Nov. 1, 1956. 

The official text of the invitation 
signed jy Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, 
president of the U.L.C.A. and Dr. Os- 
car A. Benson, president of Augustana 
is as follows: 

“In gratitude to God for the unity 
in the Gospel that He has given to the 
Lutherans of America, and in the con- 
viction that this unity ought now man- 
ifest itself in the organic union of our 
separate church fbodies, The United 
Lutheran Church in America and the 
Augustana Evangelical Lutheran 
Church respectfully invite your hon- 
orable church body to designate duly- 
authorized representatives to meet 
with the commissions of our two 
churches, and with similarly powered 
representatives of other Lutheran 
church bodies, to consider such or- 
ganic union as will give real evidence 
of our unity in the faith and to pro- 
ceed to draft a constitution and de- 
vise organizational procedures to effect 
union.” 

In commenting on this invitation 
the Lutheran Companion of the Au- 
gustana Lutheran Church has this to 
say: 

“Dr. Benson told the meeting that 
obstacles to Lutheran unity were 
“sociological and psychological —not 
theological.” 

“Both Dr. Benson and Dr. Fry em- 
phasized that the new approach to Lu- 
theran unity was not to be taken in 
any way as an attempt to “influence 
adversely” a four-way merger being 
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negotiated by the Evangelical Luther- 
an ‘Church, and the American Lu- 
theran Church, the Lutheran Free 
Church and ‘tthe United Evangelical 
Lutheran Church. 

At the outset of the (Chicago meet- 
ing, the separate actions of Augustana 
and the United Lutheran Church were 
reviewed, and, by motion, incorporat- 
ed into the minutes of the meeting. 
It was noted that these official ac- 
tions are practically identical in spirit, 
if not language. Both have definitely 
agreed to participate in negotiations 
looking toward organic union, _ al- 
though neither is yet committed to 
the results of such negotiations. 


“Considerable time was also spent 
in discussing the kind of a united 
Church envisioned by the two groups. 
While there was no final pronounce- 
ment on this matter, it was agreed 
that the discussion was the most cor- 
dial, frank, and forward-looking in 
which representatives of the two 
Churches had participated in many 
years. Augustana members were out- 
spoken in their praise of the cordial 
spirit revealed by the United Luther- 
an Church members and of the grac- 
ious attitude of President Fry. 


Optimistic Over Results 

“It was brought out during the dis- 
cussions that at least two other bod- 
ies have indicated interest in explor- 
ing organic union with the ULCA and 
Augustana, and will almost certainly 
accept the invitation to enter the mer- 
ger negotiations. They are the Ameri- 
can Evangelical Lutheran Church and 
the Suomi Synod. These two groups, 
together with the ULCA and Augus- 
tana, represent more than 2,800,000, 
or 40 per cent of the Lutherans in 
America. 


“However, it was indicated that, re- 
gardless of what other bodies may do, 
there is every probability of an event- 
ual merger of the ULCA and Augus- 
tana. Following the meeting, Dr. Ben- 
son stated: 


“We of Augustana are definitely 
committed to continuing negotiations 
with the United Lutheran Church, 
looking toward organic union, and I 
might add that there is every prospect 
of such a union being consummated. 


ligious News 


Much of our news is received from Re- 
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This, of course, is all predicted on 
ability to reach final agreemen 
our discussions.” 


“Tt was also emphasized by 
groups at the Chicago meeting — 
even though some bodies may de 
at this time to participate in the 
ger discussions, the door must be 
open for their entry whenever 


may indicate a desire to be incluc 


The Lutheran of the U.L.C.A. | 
this to say: 


“More far-reaching [but more re 
was the program set up by the A 
tana and United Lutheran Chur; 
At the ULCA’s invitation, Augus 
joined it in extending an invitatic 
all 16 Lutheran bodies to enter) 
discussions looking toward eve 
merger of all U.S. Lutherans in : 
organization. Quick to display int 
were the American Evangelical) 
theran Church and the Suomi §S} 
both small groups. Augustana — 
once ‘been part of the five-way 


but considered it too limited in 
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torials and Comments 


— HEADQUARTERS OF THE NEW CHURCH 


page 4-8 we carry a statement about the pros and 
ons of two possible headquarters for the new 
h, Chicago or Minneapolis. We ask our readers to 
the views presented and then be ready to cast 
vote in the opinion poll, which the synodical presi- 
will be calling for. 


5 opinion is merely to guide the Joint Union Com- 
e in its attempt to select a site. 


do not want to say anything either for or against 

if the two places suggested. We shall simply await 
xeen interest the result of the poll, which is to be 
ed by March 1. 


TOP RELIGIOUS NEWS IN 1955 


erding to Religious News Service a Protestant news- 
.selected as the top religious story of 1955 the illness 
covery of Pope Pius XII and the vision of Christ 
| he saw. 


ard T. Sutcliffe, associate director of the Department 
, Radio and Television of the United Lutheran 
in America, made the selection in its weekly tran- 
ll radio program “Church World News,” of which he 
Jucer-announcer. 


Sutcliffe’s “ten top religious news stories of the year” 
\.cluded: 


jan missionaries released in Red China. 
agelist Billy Graham’s “grand sweep” of western Eu- 


ner President Juan D. Peron’s “failure to choke Ar- 
2 Roman Catholics.” 


ess Margaret’s stand for the “indissolubility” of 


an marriage. 


‘sy trials in the Northwest Synod of the United Lu- 
Church. 


apse of a proposal to merge the Presbyterian Church 
U.S.A., the Presbyterian Church in the U.S. (South- 
‘nd the United Presbyterian Church. 


sision of church leadership following the Supreme 


ling on racial segregation. 


-running debate on the relative truth or fiction of 
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what thas been called “the great religious renaissance” in the 
United States. 


Visits of U.S. churchmen to Russia. 


Mr. Sutcliffe said the stories were selected on the basis of 
interest and significance to churchmen of all creeds. 


In commenting on this listing of top news we feel con- 
strained to say that even though the news about the 
Pope’s vision makes big news to the Roman Catholics, 
it is not such a big story after all. Many, many Christian 
believers have seen Christ in visions. We read of some 
sailors in trouble on the West Coast of Jutland, who said 
they saw Christ, and they described Him. We have 
talked to several people who have seen Christ in their 
dreams. We have talked to people who claim they have 
had visions of Christ Himself. But people generally do 
not talk about their visions. It is better for them not to 
talk. The Apostle Paul speaks of his visions in II Cor. 
12,1-10, in a most cautious manner. We wonder if there 
is Some special purpose behind the release of this vision 
story by the Pope? 


LADIES’ AIDS, ETC. 


In the anual report of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
at Audubon, Iowa, we found this paragraph: 


You will note a listing of 10 organizations within the con- 
gregation. All carry on an important phase of the work of 
the church. We sincerely hope that each member will find 
in one or more of them an opportunity to serve God and his 
fellowmen! The organizations are the very important 
“workshops” of the church. Faith and work belong togeth- 
er! “Faith apart from works is dead.” The members of the 
various organizations are probably the unsung heroes: of the 
churches who without fanfare diligently and faithfully as- 
sume the responsibilities for promoting the fellowship and 
service needed in any living and progressive organism. We 
remember the support of missions, the fellowship gather- 
ings, the inspirational programs, visitation, evangelism, and 
the many fine things that are done for the church. When 
one thinks of the many engaged in ithe activities of the 
church, these areas are also areas of strength. 


We like the sentence about “the unsung heroes of the 
churches.” No one can estimate the good that has come 
out of these organizations, of all the willing work they 
do, of the faithfulness to the program of the church both 
local and synodical. 
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Headquarters Location — 
for 
The American Lutheran Church 


The question of location for The American Lutheran 
Church was given careful consideration by the Joint 
Union Committee at its meeting in Chicago November 
29-December 1. Finding it impossible to arrive at a con- 
sensus, the committee resolved to refer the matter to 
the congregations and pastors of the uniting Churches 
for an advisory vote. 


The procedure is the following: “Each pastor shall 
have one vote, and each congregation shall have one 
vote, with the exception that larger congregations shall 
have one vote for each 500 confirmed members or re- 


The Case for 


This business of choosing a location for the headquarters 
of the new Church is presenting a bigger problem than we 
expected. 

In early discussions everyone seemed agreed that the lo- 
cation should be neutral—not Minneapolis where the ELC 
and LFC headquarters are, not Columbus where the ALC 
headquarters are, not Blair, Neb., where the UELC head- 
quarters are—but some new and neutral location where the 
strong young body would have a fresh start to become an 
important national Church. Chicago or one of its suburbs 
was frequently mentioned as the possible site. 

Then, at the last meeting of the important committees 
on merger, held ‘Nov. 29 and 30 and Dec. 1 at Chicago, the 
ELC and LFC delegates argued that Chicago is not the 
place, that Minneapolis is the ideal spot, and that the ALC 
and UELC should move into this pleasant city. Thus all 
KLC and LFC officers of the new ‘Church could reside hap- 
pily at home, and the ALC and UELC officers could move 
into this Lutheran center of the Northland and joyfully 
sing, 

Oh, how happy we will be 
Since we’ve joined the ELC. 


EIGHT ARGUMENTS FAVORING CHICAGO 


On the other hand, the ALC and UELC delegations argued 
that Chicago as the center of things should be the head- 
quarters of the new ‘Church. They claimed that the follow- 
ing factors favored Chicago and documented this evidence 
with a 38-page study, of which these statements are a sum- 
mary: 

(1) The center of the present population of the country is 
nearer to ‘Chicago than to Minneapolis. 

(2) The trend of future population has been west and 
south, not north, and this favors Chicago as a service cen- 
ter. It is important to keep the Church in touch with where 
the people are going. The location should not be based alone 
on “what the situation is today,” but on what the situation 
may be in 5, 10, 20, or 25 years, as accurately as that can be 
predicted. People are moving west and, in recent years, 
south. The prediction of population change from 1950 to 
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maining major fraction thereof.” The individual co 
gation is left free to determine the method it shal 
in arriving at its decision. All ballots are to be mai 

Joint Union Balloting Committee 

Dr. Wm. L. Young, Secretary 

57 East Main Street 

Columbus 15, Ohio 


On the following pages are two articles prepar 
authorization of the Joint Union Committee. On‘ 
forth the case for the Chicago area, the other for! 
neapolis. 


Chicagoland 


1965 points out a concentration of 87.8% of the popu 
gain in 29 states. These 29 states form a solid wall 
the fringe, particularly along the Atlantic Coast, | 
the South (except for Alabama and Mississippi) and 1 
Pacific Coast. Much of the interior, especially the far 
is getting closer to the “saturation point.” Headq i 
should be at the center of things where services are } 
accessible to the ‘‘fringes.” 
(3) Transportation facilities by plane, train, or aul 
better to Chicago. (To go to Minneapolis from most | 
outlying districts, you go first to Chicago and then 422] 
northwest to Minneapolis.) | 
(4) Nationwide press, radio, and television facilitie) 
tential, and national acceptance, are better in Chicago} 
Chicago date line and “to hit the Chicago trunk” aj 
portant in public relations.) / 
(5) Size of the city and national prestige as the cer 
things favors Chicago. As Carl Sandburg says: 
player with railroads 

and the nation’s freight handler, 

stormy, husky, brawling city 

of the big shoulders. 


(6) Neutrality of location favors Chicago. The faci 
Minneapolis is the present headquarters of two of the 
has advantages for the ELC and LFC, disadvantages 
ALC and UELC. 

Prejudice in the field against making any existing, 
quarters the headquarters for the new Chu 
probably the most serious problem in the ALC react} 
must be remembered that in the ALC in its 1930 
continued the headquarters site of one of the merging 
with near disastrous results. Former members of the: 
Synod and the Buffalo Synod, looking back at the 1: 
negotiations of 1930, seriously hold that to choose J 
apolis would set up a psychological block which woull 
twenty years to overcome, ALC members have hist 
back their prejudice and willibe most unhappy if histo: 
peats itself, : | 

Chicago is a neutral city. None of our present Ch) 
have’ headquarters there. None of the present churcli 
live there, Recognizing Chicago as a neutral city, the 
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to suspect prejudice on the basis of personal affinity 
venience. 


Future Lutheran strategy and proximity to major Lu- 
centers favors Chicago. Most people feel that the 
{ merger is a step in the direction of total Lutheran 
What influence will the headquarters site have on 
r Lutheran unity? Is Minneapolis or Chicago more on 
eaten path” of the remaining major Lutheran bodies? 


| ee of course, would be very approachable in 
apolis, unless Augustana should move its headquar- 
Chicago, a matter it is now studying. 


Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, having headquar 
n St. Louis with certain offices in Chicago, finds Chi- 
a much more “common ground” than Minneapolis. 


| United Lutheran Church in America, with offices 
rw York and Philadelphia, is much closer to Chi- 
than Minneapolis. Internationally, the National Lu- 
| Council has headquarters in New York; nationally 
micago branch office is all-important. Because of Na- 
‘Lutheran Council activities at this center all groups 
ige on Chicago and are accustomed to it. 


As the center of total Lutheranism, Chicago has 
' NLC and Synodical Conference Lutherans as com- 
‘with 180,505 for Minneapolis. 


ARGUMENTS FOR MINNEAPOLIS 


e are certain arguments of the proponents for Min- 
iis which should be answered here: 
y move from Minneapolis, the Lutheran Center 
erica? Look at our mass meetings, the size of our 
onventions, the size of our Reformation rallies, the 
le attitude of the press, radio, and television, the 
relations with city and state government! What 
chosen for the world premiere of the Luther film? 
apolis. What city was chosen for the next meeting 
Lutheran World Federation? Minneapolis. What 
s been chosen most often for any big Lutheran meet- 
e the Evangelism conventions? Minneapolis. 


Minneapolis is 14.5% Lutheran and Minnesota is 
‘utheran. Our headquarters should take advantage of 
utheran climate. 


proponents for Chicago reply: “Surely Minneapolis 
teat Lutheran city and a fine place for big meetings. 
zxeep it so—maybe use it for the location of an area 
sand our publishing house, but why must the head- 
rs be there? The Republicans and the Democrats 
old their national conventions in Washington, D.C.” 


ur congregations and our institutions cluster around 
polis—not Chicago. 


reply to this is, “True for the ELC and LFC con- 
ons and institutions, but how about those of the ALC 
LC in Texas, California, Florida, and New York? 
uC and LUFC are concentrated in the Minnesota area; 
(C and the UELC are scattered nationally. Why move 
neapolis and ‘join the ELC?’ Headquarters should 
location with a national and an international out- 
. the ‘center of things.’ ” 


We have a fine new building at Minneapolis. The 
is: “Yes, but it’s too small to house the offices of 
jw Church, When this new building was built, we 
ussured it was not built with the intention that it 
house the offices of the new Church. We were told 
i could be used for expansion of the publishing house 
iicommercial purposes, and that it was not considered 
ument why headquarters should be at Minneapolis.” 
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THE BETTER SOLUTION 


; As we review the reasons for preferring headquarters at 
the center of things,” we come to this conclusion: 


The main headquarters building should be located in a 
north suburb of Chicago, north of the loop, in a pleasant 
suburban community like Park Ridge. 


A suite of offices should be maintained in the Loop either 
separately or in connection with the National Lutheran 
Council, these to include a reception room, one room for 
private conferences, one room or two for board and small 
group meetings. One secretary-stenographer-receptionist 
would staff the downtown: office. 


FIVE FACTORS FAVORING THIS SOLUTION 


We arrived at these conclusions in consideration of the 
following factors: 


FACTOR A—The Human Factor 


While Minneapolis is an obviously pleasant city in which 
to live, (Chicago can be disagreeable because of the com- 
muting: problem—if everybody had to commute. Everybody 
would not have to commute because the headquarters would 
be in one of Chicago’s pleasant suburbs. 


The chief advantage of being in the Loop is the conven- 
ience of those who come into the city for meetings. This 
may involve 10 boards coming into Chicago for an average 
of three meetings a year with an average of 12 persons in- 
volved—or an average of 720 entrances and exits per year. 


On the other hand, there will be about 100 employees 
of the new Church working 5 days per week 49 weeks per 
year—or 24,500 commutation trips per year by employees. 
Even if 20% of the trips are eliminated because executives 
will be traveling, the equation is about 1,000 to. 20,000. 


Is it good stewardship to force 20,000 commutation trips 
in either Minneapolis or Chicago in order to avoid 1,000? 


Since many of the persons who will staff the new Church 
are at present on the staff of one of the Churches and 
all these people will have to relocate in Chicago, they can 
Iccate in agreeable proximity to a suburban office. (This 
would be fairer than if some staff members still lived in 
their old homes and only those moving to Minneapolis would 
be forced to relocate.) 


In the acquisition of new employees, many will be brought 
from other cities and can locate equally well. 


The Association of Commerce and Industry in Chicago 
reports that suburban activities find little difficulty obtain- 
ing employees from the community at no increase in price. 
In fact, they report lower salaries as the general rule in 
suburban employment. 


FACTOR B—The Nature of the Office 


The Church is not a retail business which must be in the 
center of the city’s commercial activity. With far-flung 
interests, it does its work chiefly by correspondence, phone, 
and visits of executives into the field. 


A suburban location will permit the erection of a building 
which can have distinctively churchly architecture, attrac- 
tive landscaping, planned parking facilities, and a more 
desirable setting than a Loop location or the Minneapolis 
location would offer. These physical matters are in keep- 
ing with the nature of the Church’s work. 


The national offices of the Church need not ibe established 
for the convenience of any one locality or church group in 
the union—this is a national office for nation-wide activity. 
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FACTOR C—The Cost Factor 


Building in a suburb can be much more economical than 
building or buying in the Loop. The Chicago Association 
of Commerce and Industry estimates that the type of build- 
ing planned for a suburb—lower, spread out, attractively 
landscaped—would cost about $12 per square foot. 


They point out the new headquarters of the Aetna Life 
Insurance building erected in the Park Ridge suburb as an 
example of what is and can be done outside the Loop. 


The Association feels there is ample room for our type 
of office in a number of the Chicago suburbs. It would 
anticipate little difficulty, and would offer its service, in 
getting proper zoning regulations. 


In addition to the convenience of employees, it seems the 
cost involved points to a suburban location. 


FACTOR D—The Convenience of the Visitor 


(1) We propose that a downtown suite of offices be main- 
tained for the purpose of serving the convenience of visitors 
and boards. 


(2) Dr. Conrad Hoyer, who has had years of experience 
in Chicago operations, suggests the feasibility of the plan. 


We propose that The ALC could maintain a suite of three 
or four rooms in the Loop, either separately, or with the 
National Lutheran Council, or with other combinations of 
Lutheran agencies (which presently occupy about 22,000 
square feet of space in various areas of the city.) 


The suite would contain a reception room with a secretary 
assigned to this office, a private office, one or two board 
rooms. 


The secretary could serve as receptionist, answering in- 
quiries, greeting the public. Her phone would be connect- 
ed to the headquarters by private line to assure adequate 
communication. She could carry out routine assignments 
in the Loop area. 


The private office could be used by an executive who 
wished to arrange a private conference. If the interview 
were with someone from out of the city, he could arrange 
to meet him at the downtown office, rather making this 
single trip instead of five a week into the Loop. 


PREDICTED POPULATION GROWTH 
1950-1965 


BER Over 6,000,000 
MB 5 %6000,000 
(2 2 to 3,000,000 
1 to 2,000,000 
C1 Less than 1,000,000 
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The conference rooms could be used by any boat 
group so that persons arriving by train could rema: 
the Loop. This would be more convenient than the pr 
custom of the ALC which moves its executives 350 
from Columbus to Chicago for board meetings and ; 
rent facilities for the meeting. It would be more conve 
than if the headquarters were in Minneapolis with a 
jority of board meetings scheduled for Chicago (whic 
believe to be inevitable). 


FACTOR E—Why a Northern Suburb of Chicago 


While many factors must be taken into consideratior 
much more definite investigation must be made, our) 
posal at this point is that the suburb of Park Ridge ¢ 
adjacent community be selected. We do so for these reé 


(1) It is an excellent residential community, and 
desirable commercial enterprises are located there. 


(2) Desirable land is still available in this section | 
city. 


(3) This community lies within easy access to O 
Field, which is destined to become a major air hub ¢ 
nation. i 


(4) The access to the north-bound Northwestern | 
road and the Milwaukee Road is very good. 


(5) It is on the “Minneapolis” side of Chicago, se 
the convenience of that large group of people. 


(6) The prestige of the large city would not be i) 
Chicago has a mail system whereby even the suburb i 
Chicago addresses. The headquarters, even if in Park } 
would be “in Chicago.” 


(7) Auto transportation from the north and west | 
cellent. 


(8) Direct rapid transportation is available to do 
Chicago. 


(9) Our (Chicago churches are well represented i 
northwest sections of the city. (We have 52 churcti 
Chicago.) | 


On the basis of these preliminary investigations, q 
recognizing that much additional study needs to be} 
before the exact site can be pinpointed, we concludd 
the headquarters should be planned for a northern! 
urb of Chicago, with facilities maintained in the Looj) 


IMPORTANT CENTERS 
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The Case for Minneapolis 


en the Joint Union Committees faced the question of 

ending a headquarters city for the new Church, a 
er of different proposals were made, but many kept 
g these questions: If Columbus is the logical center 
ne ALC, Minneapolis for the ELC and the LFC, and 
for the UELC, is it not self-evident that Chicago 

ibe selected as the headquarters for the new Church? 


ver, is not Chicago the logical transportation center 
e entire nation? 


ighted as the case for Chicago seemed to be, the Union 
i oe nevertheless decided to make certain studies and 
ses ‘before making a final recommendation on head- 
ers. The result of these studies was to limit considera- 
0 two possible site recommendations, namely Chicago 
Minneapolis, and to ask for an opinion poll. 


yeful examination of the studies gradually focused more 
nore attention on Minneapolis. A study of the Sociology 
rtment of Wartburg College showed that the member- 
center of the ALC is not Columbus nor even Chicago, 

point in eastern Iowa. This same study also placed 
‘tal membership center of the entire union group (ALC, 
.LFC, and UELC) near Algona, in northwestern Iowa, 
iiles east of the South Dakota line and 30 miles south 
‘the Minnesota line! 


sther study showed that less than 1% of the people 
‘nois are members of the union group while 12% of 
seople in Minnesota are members. The accompanying 
\giving the distribution by states of all the members 
© proposed new Church, shows that only 4.4% live 
mnois while 21.3% live in Minnesota. The charts below 
‘ap show that Minnesota and adjacent states include 
tthan half again as many members as Illinois and ad- 
states. Note too that there are in the Minnesota 
m more than twice as many congregations of the four- 
union group as in the Illinois cluster. 


| another study revealed the surprising fact that it 
»roximeately 12,000 miles further in the aggregate total 
‘Chicago to the institutions of the new Church than 
Minneapolis to those institutions! 


fago is a neutral city, while Minneapolis has been the 
arvers for both the ELC and the LFC. If neutrality 
een a real consideration in other important decisions, 
d weigh heavily in this matter too, but other issues 
been decided on the basis of their own merit without 
eration of so-called neutrality. This was true when it 
jgreed to recommend The American Lutheran Church 
* name for the new Church, The Lutheran Standard 
» name of the official periodical, and Augsburg Pub- 
House for the publishing house. The committee also 
ends that in the begining the new Church is to be 
ber of the World Council of Churches because two 
uniting Churches are now in. Note that three of the 
named decisions favor the ALC. 


trality has never been injected as a significant con- 
tion in the above matters, some of which are surely 
ortant as the questions of selecting a headquarters 
instead, the working principle has been to do what 
to be best in the long run. It has been assumed that 
principle is followed consistently, a pattern will 
which will be acceptable to all; some points will 
one ‘Church and some another. In other words, neu- 
| should be a consideration only if it had been a 
ration in other questions. Nor should we conclude 
ing to a city that has served as headquarter for any 
uniting Churches is necessarily undesirable. As for 
liticism within the ALC because it. has retained its 


headquarters in Columbus—the criticism has evidently not 
been so great that the leaders have been willing to carry 
out the resolution of their Church in 1930 to move to Chi- 
cago. Curiously, some who argue for a neutral city also 
argued that we should now choose Chicago, because that 


is the only logical center for the larger Lutheran Church 
to come! j 


The following considerations make a strong case for Min- 
neapolis: 


(1) Proximity to People. The new Church is made up of 
congregations, and these congregations in turn are made up 
of people. The headquarters is to be the headquarters for 
these congregations and these people, and not for people in 
general or even Lutherans in general. Therefore, no consid- 
eration is as important as lccating in the place which will 
be most satisfactory to the largest number of congregations 
and people of the proposed new Church itself. 


Every effort must be made to keep the Church as close 
to the people as possible. The proposed new Church will 
be so lange that the close and friendly contact between 
the headquarters and the constituency enjoyed in the past 
may easily be lost. This is a real danger. Every precaution 
should be taken to maintain the closest possible tie. It is 
important that the headquarters staff fbe able to go out a- 
mong the congregations and pcople, but it is even more im- 
portant that the headuarters be accessible so that the 
members of the Church may visit it. Is it not evident that 
many more people will find it possible to visit headquarters 
if Minneapolis is chosen? 


Very obvious, too, is that Minneapolis would mean less 
travel both on the part of headquarters staff members and 
on the part of board members and others coming to head- 
quarters. Minneapolis now has direct transportation lines, 
by air or by rail, to practically every section of America. 


(2) Proximity to institutions of the Church. Second only 
to proximity to congregations and people is that of prox- 
imity to the institutions of the Church. Add 12,000 miles to 
the total aggregate distance from the institutions to head- 
quarters, as is true if Chicago is chosen rather than Min- 
neapolis, and there will be fewer opportunities for people. 
from the institutions to visit Church Headquarters. 

(3) Better living conditions for headquarters workers. 
Estimates are that 100 to 150 people will be employed at 
headquarters. This is such a large group that they should 
be given much consideration. We must think about living 
and working conditions for these people. While we all know 
that there are fine homes and good living conditions in every 
city, there are certain advantages in a city of the size of 
a million over against a city of four million. Traffic alone 
becomes a major problem, and the bigger the city the great- 
er the problem. The length of time spent in commuting is 
often in direct ratio to the size of a city. Fifteen added 
minutes each morning and each evening on crowded buses 
amounts to sixteen working days for one individual in a 
year’s time. Multiply this by the number of workers and it 
is easy to see the importance of this consideration alone. 
Surely it is also much pleasanter for workers to live in a 
Lutheran dominated community like Minneapolis than in a 
Roman Catholic dominated city like Chicago. 


(4) The Headquarters Building. When Chicago was ‘pro- 
posed as a headquarters city, it was only natural to ask just 
where in, Chicago and under what conditions. This was met 
with the proposal that Park Ridge be selected as the site 
for the main headquarters building, and that a complement 
of committee rooms and offices be permanently maintained 
also in downtown Chicago for board meetings and other 
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such purposes. This would suggest that the problem of 
travel from depots and airports to the headquarters building 
would ‘be so great that many of the meetings would be held 
in the committee rooms downtown and thus even the boards 
would not have tthe direct contacts with headquarters 
workers. 


When The Evangelical Lutheran Church decided in 1950 
to erect its headquarters building, it was well known that 
criticism for taking this step while union negotiations were 
under way would be considerable. However, the need for 
more space was desperate, and it was finally decided to 
build. While this building can hardly be used as a major 
argument, it would nevertheless be unfair to the people 
who are asked to express an opinion not to inform them 
that one of the uniting Churches does have a new head- 
quarters building. It was completed in 1954 at a cost of 
approximately $1,250,000.00. It is a five-story building (in- 
cluding basement) with the basement and the first floor 
occupied by the Board of Publication and Augsburg Pub- 
lishing House, leaving three floors of approximately ten 
thousand square feet each for the other departments of the 
(Church. The building is air conditioned, fire proof, and 
equipped with an elevator. In addition to providing offices, 
it includes a large board room, several committee rooms, 
lunch rooms, broadcasting studio, and a (beautiful chapel. 
Adjacent to it is ample parking space owned by The Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church. If need for expansion should arise, 
two additional stories can be added. Obviously, this building 
would be available without a special drive for funds, and 
no time would ibe lost in making necessary arrangements. 

At this point we may well ask about the delays caused 
by a union. ‘Some people have objected to the union because 
they say it takes many years to get back effective work. 
Being keenly aware of this, the Joint Union Committee has 
in its planning taken every precaution to avoid unnecessary 
slowdown of Kingdom work. By designating Minneapolis 
as headquarters another serious delay will be avoided, be- 
cause the |building is ready. Choosing (Chicago would mean 
several years of planning, building, and adjusting to a new 
environment. ; 


(5) The Cost. Selecting Chicago over Minneapolis will 
call for a capital outlay of well over a million dollars for 
site and building, at a time when large amounts are being 
asked for other purposes connected with the union and even 
larger amounts are needed to meet the gospel needs of our 
nation and the world. Can this outlay of funds be justified 
at this time when one of the uniting Churches already has 
a new building available? 


But we must also consider the added travel cost due to 
the greater distance from Chicago to the institutions and 
the congregations. As pointed out previously, it is twelve 
thousand miles further from Chicago to each of the institu- 
tions than from Minneapolis. No one has computed the add- 
ed distance from Chicago to the congregations of the 
Church, but it is safe to estimate that the annual travel 
costs will be from fifteen to twenty-five per cent more if 
Chicago is chosen. It has been estimated that this would 
amount to tens of thousands of dollars each year, and hun- 
dred of thousands each decade. 


(6) Favorable Government. It would be manifestly un- 
fair to suggest that any state in the Union would have a 
government unfavorable to a Church. Yet we mention the 
fact that the State of Minnesota and the City of Minneapolis 
have governments that are unusually favorable to the 
Church, and not least the Lutheran Church. The last four 
governors of Minnesota have been Lutherans, and a very 
high percentage of the Legislature is Protestant and even 
Lutheran. There are times when it is necessary for a Church 
to ask for special consideration from the government, and 


Evangelical Lutheran Church, presented the case for 
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it is of some value to know that there always will be 
pathetic understanding of the problems of the Church. 
is pre-eminently true in Minnesota. 

(7) Local Lutheran Interest and Support. While_it 
ibe shown that because of its vast size there are many 
therans in Chicago, it must also be admitted that Chi 
is seldom chosen as a place to be counted on for st 
support of any special Lutheran undertaking. This is 
surprise when we know that only 4.4% of the peopl 
Illinois are Lutherans. What is more important only .0 
of them belong to the union group. This is in sharp | 
trast ‘with Minnesota which is 24% Lutheran and wi 
21% of the people belong to the union group. No wo 
that Minneapolis was selected for the world premiere 
the Luther film, not Chicago. Furthermore, the respons 
the people of Minneapolis was so tremendous that 
very response became a sounding board so that the w. 
nation heard about the Luther film at once. | 

For the same reason, where plans were being made for 
Lutheran World Federation to be held in the United St 
in 1957, church leaders in bodies not headquarijered in I 
neapolis urged the selection of Minneapolis for this rr 
ing. 

This interest of Minneapolis in and support of the 
theran Church has been emphatically demonstrated du} 
the last few weeks. 


On Reformation Sunday the Lutherans of the Twin C 
planned a Rally in the Minneapolis Auditorium, which ¢ 
at least eleven thousand people. The auditorium pr¢ 
too small and an overflow crowd of several thousand 
ple was accommodated in Central Lutheran Church 
many others had to be turned away. This stands in | 
trast to the most recent attempt at a Lutheran Refoi 
tion Rally in Chicago, which was cancelled about a 
beforehand for lack of support! One result of the att§ 
ance at the Minneapolis Reformation Rally was a § 
column picture in the daily papers the next day. | 


Perhaps the clearest proof of the interest of the Mi 
apolis community in the Lutheran Church was showzj 
the fact that the day after the headquarters question 
discussed Iby the Joint Union Committee in Chicago,} 
Minneapolis Morning Tribune published the following} 
torial: : 


“Welcome News 
“It is welcome news that Minneapolis is being cons 
ed as national headquarters of The American Luth 
‘Church when that ‘body is established in 1960. 


“The choice lies between Minneapolis and Chicago, |} 
an advisory opinion poll has been authorized by repr 
tatives of The Evangelical, American, United Evange 
and Lutheran Free churches which are now moving to’ 
union. 


“Dr. Philip S. Dybvig, home missions director for| 


neapolis at a meeting of these representatives in Chi 
this week. | 


“The arguments for this city are impressive. Perhaps} 
of the strongest of all involves the warmth with whicllf 
national headquarters would be received in Minnea\ 
The city would take pride in such a headquarters. It v 
offer a friendly and congenial atmosphere to the new! 
ter which few communities could match. We not only |} 
ample facilities to accommodate that headquarters; wi 
already a great Lutheran center and more than that we) 
unlimited capacity for friendliness and hospitality. | 


“If the decision goes in favor of Minneapolis, the | 
come. will (be spontaneous, enthusiastic and enduring. ') 
is not the slightest doubt of that.” 
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WHERE DO THE MEMBERS OF THE UNION GROUP LIVE? 
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Percentage of the Total Membership R S \ 


Total Union Group Members and Congregations in 


Membership 

Congre- Wisconsin 293,287 

Membership gations lowa | 76,320 

North Dakota 153,394 692 Missouri 2,858 
South Dakota 103,620 342 Kentucky 14] 
lowa 176,420 393 Indiana 16,375 
Wisconsin 293,287 586 Michigan 73,029 
Minnesota 396,995 1081 Illinois 82,347 
Totals 1,123,616 3094 Totals 644,355 
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Bible Characters 


FIVE OF THE MOST DISAPPOINTING 
By Edward Eskildsen 


HE COULDN'T WAIT (SAUL) 


At last the people of Israel would have their way. 
Samuel had used every argument to dissuade them, but 
none had any effect. “No! but we will have a king over 
us, that we also may be like all the nations.” They 
were tired of being different. The pride and pomp of 
having a king had taken prisoner of their imaginations. 
“We want a king!” When God gave in to their wish, they 
were delirious with joy. 


Their first king, chosen by God, was a splendid figure. 
It was true that he did come from Benjamin, a rather 
small and insignificant tribe, and some of the people 
were tempted to scorn him for it. But sight of the man 
changed all that. Probably no more impressive looking 
man has ever been seen. Saul was the most handsome 
man in all Israel and tall—from his shoulders upward 
he was taller than any of the people. 


No doubt about it, he was one of the most impressive 
and tragic personalities in all the Bible. Even in his sin- 
fulness he was eloquent. At the end of his life, cring- 
ing before the ghost of Samuel, who had been called 
forth for him by the witch at Endor, he was still an 
awesome sight. His military exploits were of the most 
daring and successful in the Bible. He was a passionate 
man, impulsive in remorse and brutal in anger. For 
years he pursued his best friend because he was jealous 
and fearful. Yet when Saul died, this friend, David, 
who had steadfastly refused to be disloyal to him, 
mourned for him as if he had been a brother. He must 
have been a remarkable wreck of a man to inspire such 
sorrow in one to whom he had been so unjust! 


One cannot help but wonder what such a man could 
have become. What a waste of noble endowments! What- 
ever he had done his friends would not forget him. For 
many years after his death large numbers of his faith- 
ful followers refused to acknowledge his successor. Yet 
his story is a long succession of black deeds. In it we 
see the steady degeneration of a wise, handsome youth 
into a raving madman, who ended his life, at the battle 
at Mt. Gilboa, with suicide. The accounts of his decline 
make some of the most moving pages in the Bible. 


Ironically, the sin which started it all doesn’t sound 
so bad today. Great heroes of the faith such as Abra- 
ham, Moses and David had all committed worse sins. 
David, who nevertheless rose to a position of great no- 
bility, had been guilty of adultery and murder. 


Saul was only impatient. He had called his army | 
hand-picked men to Gilgal to fight the Philistines. 
Israelites were hard pressed by the enemy but had to wd 
for Samuel to come and make offerings to God. 


Days passed, but Samuel did not appear. The Israe i 
army began to be restless. The Philistines, who hg 
mustered near by at Michmash, began to menace ther 
Still Samuel did not appear. Fear crept through 
Israelite camp and many started to desert. Seve 
days had passed—yet no Samuel. Saul sould wait 
longer. “Bring the burnt offering here to me,” he ord 
ed. He began to make the offerings himself. 


have you done?” he thundered. Saul tried to ma 
excuses. But Samuel answered, “You have done foc 
ishly. The Lord would have established your kingdo} 
over Israel forever. But now your kingdom shall 
continue.” 


It is a serious thing not to wait for God. Impatien 
started one of the most beautiful men in the Bible 
the way to being one of its most lamented disappoiri 
ments. 


(With this study we begin a new series on “Five 
The Most Disappointing Characters of The Bible.” Th 
are being written by Pastor Edward Eskildsen of India| 
apolis, Indiana.—Editor.) | 


Thanks and Requests 


Strictly speaking peny, of you should have receivd 
personal ‘thank you’ notes from ‘me during the pal 
months for your contributions to these pages. Some 

you have written articles and sketches, others have sei 
in news items and personal questions, and still othe? 
have cooperated most gratifyingly in our hymn po} 
To all who have helped to make these pages what thé 
have been during 1955, I say, thanks! : 


Then having thanked some, may I pen my perenni| 
plea for more of evrything: more leagues participatir 
in the hymn poll, more local organizations sending 4 
news items, more districts submitting reports, and moi 
individuals mailing questions to be answered. With you 
continued support, prayer, and encouragement we 
try to make these pages serve you and our God. 


Not only young people, but also adults read the; 
pages. As an interesting comparison we will run 1 
double hymn poll during February and March to di 
cover the favorite hymns of the leaguers of yesterye< 
So if you are over twenty-one and like to sing, li 
your five favorite hymns on a post card and send it 
me. J.W.N. 


yanuary 16, 1956 


Symbols of the Church 


THE EUCHARIST 

By Melius Bollesen 

The altar, with the cross, 
chalice, ciborium and two can- 
dlesticks placed upon it, is 
sometimes used as the symbol 
for Holy Communion. How- 
ever, the most common and 
perhaps most familiar symbol 
is the chalice with a wafer ris- 
ing above it. 

The term Chalice comes 
from the Latin word: “Calix” 
which means cup.” As a rule, 
the chalice is shown with a six 
sided base, symbolizing the six 
attributes of the deity: All- 


powerful, All-knowing, ALll- 
wise, Everywhere present, 
Holy, Just. 


e base, stem and cup when colored are of gold, 
hd sometimes studded with precious stones. The wafer 
hove the cup is sometimes imprinted with the Roman 
tters I N RI. These stand for the Latin words, “Iesus 
uzarenus Rex Iudaeorum.” which is translated, “Jesus 
“Nazareth, King of the Jews.” 
ARays of light proceeding from the wafer and the cup 
= symbolical of the real Presence in, with and under 
= bread and wine. 

hen we see this symbol we are reminded of Christ’s 
=rificial death: of the offering of his body and blood 
“* the remission of our sins, and that in partaking of 
se Lord’s Supper He is able to impart the benefits of 
mat He accomplished. He works the miracle of the 
wgiveness of sins, renews and strengthens us in our 
res, and cromises us eternal life. 
\(Melius Bollesen, the author of this week’s sketch is 
senior seminarian from Audubon, Iowa.—Editor.) 


People and Places 


yestward Horizons: 


‘The Pacific District Luther League met for its an- 
nal convention at Reedley, California, November 25, 
, and 27. The convention was under the joint sponsor- 
ip of the Ebenezer, Reedley, and Pella, Del Rey, Lu- 
ser Leagues, C. I. Lund, Pastor, 

‘The convention was well attended with 120 Leaguers 
istered. The Saturday evening banquet, with Pastor 
seph Girtz as guest speaker, was attended by 160. 
ne Sunday morning Worship Service, held in the Reed- 
7 College Auditorium, was attended by over 300 peo- 


a 


The theme of the convention was centered around 
> theme of the National Convention at Blair. “More 
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Than Conquerors.” All of the messages were related 
to this topic, with Pastor H. Milton Petersen giving the 
opening address at the Friday evening Communion Ser- 
vice. Intern Paul Kloth spoke at the Saturday devotion- 
al period and Pastor William Hanson of Norwalk, 
brought the Sunday morning message. 

A good spirit was evidenced at this gathering. The 
District League adopted the project of giving a grant in 
aid to a seminary student. It was felt that the Leaguers 
were eager to work toward the gathering of money for 
such a worthwhile cause. 

The subject of stewardship in the Luther League 
work was discussed and several ideas were discussed. 

One new officer was elected to the District Board. 
Miss Beverly Rollings of Reedley was elected to serve 
a term as secretary, succeeding Miss Barbara Johnson 
who is now attending Dana College. Pastor H. Milton 
Petersen was re-elected to serve another term as vice- 
president. The other two officers now serving are, Miss 
Beth Patterson, Norwalk, a student at the University of 
California at Riverside, and Pastor C. I. Lund, Reedley, 
president. 


Saturday evening banquet—Nov. 26, Reedley 
160 in attendance. Pastor Girtz, speaker 


From left to right: C. I. Lund—Dist. League 
President. 

H. Milton Petersen—Dist. League Vice-Pres. 

Miss Dianna Jensen—President of host 
Leagues. 

Mr. Donald Olson—Vice-Pres. National L. L. 

Miss Norma Huebner and Larry Mortensen, 
members of host League. 
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BY THE FIRESIDE | 


percent rete a et DL 
A Christian Is.... 


A mind .. 


. through which Christ thinks. 


A heart... through which Christ loves. 


A voice .. 


. through which Christ speaks. 


A hand... through which Christ helps. 


—F, A. Noble. 
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BABY SHOES 
Often tiny baby feet, 
Tired from their play, 
Kick off seuffed-up little shoes 
At the close of day. 
And often tired mothers 
Find them lying there, 
And over them send up to God 
This fervent, whispered prayer: 
“God, guide his every footstep 
In paths where Thou hast stood; 
God, make him brave; God, make 
him strong; 
And please, God, make him 
good!” 
And every man must walk a ‘path, 
And every man must choose; 
... But some forget their mother’s 
prayers 
Over their baby shoes. 
Mary Holmes in The War Cry. 


WINNING AGAINST ODDS 


An elderly woman, watching a 
tennis game, saw how often the ball 
hit ithe net. Exasperated, she declared, 
“Why don’t they take down the net?” 

Sioome folks. cannot comprehend the 
value of obstacles or opposition. They 
never realize the satisfaction and ex- 
hilaration experienced by those win- 
ing against odds.—Capitol Life Con- 
tact. 


LIVING WITH A HANDICAP 

The story of one of the great pres- 
idents of Harvard College, Charles 
William Eliot, is jworth recalling. 
Born with a serious facial disfigure- 
ment, he discovered as a young man 
that nothing could be done about it, 
and he must go through life with this 
mark. It is related that when his 
mother brought to him that tragic 
truth, it was indeed “the dark hour of 
his soul.” His mother told him, “My 
son, it is not possible for you to get 
rid of this handicap. We have con- 
sulted the best surgeons, and they say 


that nothing can be done. But?’ it is 
possible for you, with God’s help, to 
grow a mind and soul :so big that peo- 
ple will forget to look at your face.” 
—The Pulpit. 


SELLING HONOR 


Jt was a remark overheard in a 
street car, but it reminded us that 
there are honorable men in the world. 
A young man said: “I am particular 
about paying my fare. I took a ticket 
home once when I was a small boy 
and showed it to my father, saying 
that the conductor had not taken it 
up and that I was that much ahead. 
My father looked alt me and said that 
I had sold my honor for a nickel. That 
put a new face on it. I always think 
of what he said when I am tempted 
to repeat the offense.” If all fathers 
were training their sons in this way, 
there would be fewer dishonorable 
transactions in high places.—Herald 
and Presbyter. 


THE “CERTAIN HOPE” 


The seed was sown in toil and pain 
The pulsing wind and pelting rain, 
But Jabour long was not in vain 
“Behold, behold the springing grain!” 


The seed was sown in ways! forlorn, 
With weary feet and garments torn, 
In cold and sunshine, even and morn, 
“Behold, behold, the waving corn.” 


The seed was sown: ’mid falling leaves 
Near human traffic, birdling thieves, 
When faith alone smiles and believes, 
“Behold, behold, the shining sheaves!” 


The seed was sown on Calvary red, 
With sights: and sounds of awful 
dread, 
When Death went low and Satan 
fled— 
“Behold, behold the Living Bread!” 
Ella Waters 


YOUR HEART 

Your heart weighs a fbit more al 
helf a pound, yet this miniatunj 
pump, the size of your fist, ejects si 
ounces of blood at each contractior 
This adds up to 5,000 gallons ever} 
twenty-four hours. It performs th i 
masterful job day and night (whi 
you eat, sleep, work or play) for | 
25,000 days of your natural exisiten ( 

Every other organ of your body ca) 
slow down to a standstill Fast fo) 
ten dayis, close your eyes for te 
hours, or hold your breath ten mini 
utes—and the stomach, eyes, an 
lungs will pick up where they lef 
off. But if the heart stops for ten sec} 
onds—well, it’s the long dash int 
eternity.—Selected. 


HOPE 


! 
| 
4 
{ 
| 
Dirty novels, 

Smutty. jokes, | 

Cheap flesh-pleasures— } 
Life a hoax. 


Sin in corners, 
Sin of men 
Who fight a war— | 
“Never again!” I 


Like thalf-drowned rats 

Which gasp for air, 
The World cries out y 
“Despair, despair!” | 


But there, a Light 
And there, a Hill j 
And there, a Cross | 
Is standing still! 

D. N. Howarth 


CONSIDER! 
A groulp of safety experts, who se 
out to find the safest place on earth 
have proved with statistics that 4d 
cabin ‘on an ocean jiner tops the list 
with a Pullman berth running a clos¢ 
second. This has caused one railroad 
to come up with this slogan: “Stay a/ 
home if you must, but remember, you 
do so at your own risk!”—Tracks. 
| 
CONSCIENCE | 
“Oh, yes,” said the Indian, “I know 
what my conscience is. It is a little 
three-cornered thing in here”’—he 
laid his hand on his heart—“thar 
stands still when I am _ good; bu’ 
when I am bad it tturns around, anc 
the corners hurt very much. But i 
I keep on doing wrong, by-and-by3 
the corners wear off and it doesn’ 
hurt any more.”—Weapons for Work: 
ers. 
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WORLD WIDE CHURCH 
ATTENDANCE MOVEMENT 

(Continued from first page) 
llowship, the choir, the Boy 
outs, or whatever onganization 
es their age or interests. 
We thus see that the final objective 
a Church Attendance Movement 
to make America—the world— 


dividuals 
ith the 
porship. 


and pervading them 
influence of Christian 


ADDITIONAL VALUES 


'There are many values in a 
murch Attendance Movement in 
Idition to increased loyalty and 
htendance. 


. Church school attendance in- 
creased. 
'. Offerings enlarged for local 


church expenses and missions. 

s. New prospects for church and 
_ church school membership dis- 
covered. 

4. Inactive and indifferent mem- 
bers reclaimed. 

*. The church and its program 
kept before the people for a 
protracted period. 

s. New members brought into the 
church fellowship. 

. A new interest developed on the 
part of church members in those 
outside the church. 

s. Much information provided for 
pastoral calls. 

#9, A spiritual revitalization of the 
church promoted. 

’. The laymen given a sense of re- 
sponsibility for the program of 
the church. 

Here are some features that at- 

act attendance: 

.. Provide a nursery for small 
children during the worship 
services. 

2. Have a church session for kin- 
dergarten age children during 
the morning worship service. 

3. Have special music by children 
and youth choirs. 

. Plan an outstanding program of 
music every Sunday. 

. Observe special Sundays and 
seasons during the year. 

. Give recognition to various 
groups and organizations in the 


15 eA 


jore Christian by reaching more. 
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church and community. 
special invitations. 


Issue 


. Give informal recognition to 
visitors during the worship 
services. 

. Have continuous program of 


publicity and promotion. 


. Arrange transportation for per- 


sons who could not otherwise 
attend. 


. Use special series of sermons 


with topics that get attention. 


. Use Radio and TV facilities. 
. Cultivate an 


atmosphere of 
warmth and friendliness in the 


church. 
Erect signs on highways and at 


gone . 


every payday? 


THE ANSWER: 


with your insv 


14. 


15. 


16. 
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stragegic spots, inviting attend- 
ance. 

Choose a motto for the church, 
and live up to it. 

Invite guests who live in hotels 
and motels. 

Use the “Fill the Pew” Plan. 
Divide the sanctuary into sec- 
tions. Assign the pews to active 
members. They are to be re- 
sponsible for filling their pews 
each Sunday. This is specially 
effective for Sunday evening 
services, ‘but many churches 
have used it for Sunday morn- 
ing. 


—Shepherd. 


Seeing Doris and Bob‘s house in the ALE” 1 got 
me to thinking... . how much more protection should | have? _ 


Bob was an old school mate of mine... played guard on our 
high school football team, met Doris in our church choir, got 
married and settled down, had three children . . 
. . and Doris is selling the house to meet expenses. You 
know, when I saw that, I just couldn’t help thinking about us... 


How much money would it take to 
care for my wife and children if | 
weren't here to bring home my check 


ie : ee : ooocnceee® 

dividua no 
in rse HIS. cou ON TO So eres . : 
ese oes eS : Security, together W! Oa ee tere 

Tat ic ai Sg representative prepare 
a 
Please 
+ me. 
aa for Lutherans. 


“FOR SALE” column got: 


. but now Bob is 


our own 


JOE ens 
7» gt no obligation, 


-" Minneapolis 2; Minn. 
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Total Synodical 
Previously acknowledged 


Miss Marion Jersild 


Laurence, Kan., 
Flaxton, N. D., 


Winnetoon, Nebr., 
St. 


Ajtlantic, Ia., 
Underwood, Ia., 
Underowod, Ia., 
Underwood, Ia., 


Portland, Ore., Bethany Luth. 
First Luth. Church 
First Luth. Chureh 
Nazareth Luth. S. S. Christmas offering 
Our Savior’s Luth. S. S. 
Kenmare, N. D., Trinity Luth. S. S. 
Bethany Luth. Church 
First Luth. S. S., offering at Christmas program 
Paul’s Luth. Church 
Salmonhurst, N. B., Canada, Bethany Luth. S. S. for the Oaks Children’ 


Fremont, Nebr., 
Fremont, \Nebr., 
Cedar Falls, Ia., 
Caruthers, 


Spencer, Ia., 
Scranton, Ia., 
Neola, Ia., St. 


Home 
Salmonhurst, 

bank 
Oakland, \Calif., 
West Branch, 


N. 


Shelby, Ia., 
Rutland, Ta., 
Royal, Ia., 
Spencer, Ia., 
Portland, Ore., 


Calif:, 


Ta., 
West Branch, Ifa., 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


Budget $275,202.00. 


United Ladies Aid 


S. 


the Luth. Church 


B., Canada, 
Our Savior’s Luth. 


Bethesda Luth. Church 
Paul’s Luth. Church 
S. of Luth. Church, Mission Money 
8S. S. offering at Christmas program 


Ss. S. 


‘Church 
‘Church 


Church 


Bethany Luth. S. S., Christmas offering . 
Bethany Luth. S. S. 
United Ev. Luth. Church 
Trinity Luth. 
Bethlehem lLLuth. 
Bethany Ladies Aid in memory of George Nicolaisen 
Bethany Ladies Aid 


Total dren’s 


Received Homes 


Budgets: 


Bethany Luth. S. S., 


Plainview, Nebr., Bethany Luth. Church Christmas offering 
Plainview a Neb ms ethanya, lath lurch. sean eean \cuaeier cee dees 
Minneapolis, Minn., Dr. and Mrs. Silas C. Andersen ... 
Cushing; Wiss “Cushing, uth Church sy acrecee 


Luck, Wis., United First Engl. Luth. 


Luck, Wis., the 
Luck, Wis., Mr. 
Luck, Wis., 
Pomona, Cadif., 
Easton, Calif., 
Laurel, Nebr., 
Cushing, Wis., 


Inglewood, CaJlif., 
Inglewood, Calif., 
Inglewood, Calif., 
Trinity Lath. 
Mont., members of Pella Luth. 


Rutland, Ia., 
Sidney, 


Sa oe 
and Mrs. 


Paul A. Jeppesen 


Immanuel Luth. Church 
Gethsemane S. S., offering at Christmas 
First Luth. S. S. 
Olivet Luth. Church, additional Thanksgiving offering 
Olivet Luth. Church 


Olivet S. S. 
Sb Se 


Carl Christensen .... 
Willing Workers 


Chureh =. 


sen $5, Mr. Hans Iversen $5, Martin H. Iversen $5 


Neenah, Wis., Dr. 
ter Jacobsen, 


Hampton, Nebr., 
Hampton, 
Omaha, Nebr., 
Omaha, Nebr., 
West Branch, 
Mixira, Ia., 
Chicago, IIl., 
Kankakee, IIl., 
Del Rey, Calif., 
Racine, Wis., 
Flaxton, N. D., 


Morgan, Minn., Bethany S. S. $10 for each of the Children’s Homes 
All 
friends in memory of Ruby Dulac, Petaluma, Calif.: 


Brush, Colo., 
McCabe, Mont., 


Nebr., 


Tas 


Rockford, Ill. 


Immanuel Luth. 


Church 


Pella Luth. S. S., Christmas collection 


Gethsemane Luth. Church 


the Luth Church 
Saints Church 


i offering at Christmas program .............. 
Church: Mr. and Mrs. Chris Ol- 


and Mrs. Gordon W. Petersen in memory of Mirs. Pe-| 
Immanuel Luth. Church in memory of H. M. Madsen ea 
(Church 
Hiner Jorgensen of Pella Church ..... 
Pella Luth. Church 
Bethany Luth. Church 
the Luth. S. S. 
Golgotha Luth. Church 
Trinity) luth: 


and Mrs. WwW. Nelson, Mr. and Mrs. M. Nelson, Mr. and Mrs. H. Hof- 


man and Mr. and Mrs. F. Nelson 
S. S. Christmas: offering . 
‘Altura Community Luth, Church 
Tom Jensen, Eben-Hzer 
Luth. Student Foundation for Pastor Alvin M. Petersen ... 
Christmas program collection 


Luverne, IND, 
Aurora, Colo., 
Brush, Colo., 

Lincoln, Nebr., 
Northfield, 


Cedar Falls, Ia., Nazareth Luth. Church 
Milwaukee. Wis., Kingo Luth. Church 
Kenosha, Wis 

Tfomes 
Ellendale, Minn., 

Buc, Elon ie. 
Graettinger, Ia., St. Paul’s Luth. Church 
Moorhead, JIa., Bethesda Luth. S. S. 
Oakland, Calif., Dorcas 

of .Mrs. Peter Christensen 
Rutland, Ja., Trinity Luth. Church 
Royal, Ja., Bethlehem Luth. S. S. 
Des Moines, Ia., Hivthland Park Luth. Church 


Toronto, Ont., 
Toronte, Ont, Cc 
Plainview, 
Westby, Mont., 
Mrs. 
Oshkosh, Wis., 
Oshkosh, Wis., 
(Cabhieiopal, INNES 
Elk Horn, Ia., 
haurens;, IN. Y., 
Norma, N. D., 
of the 2 


Nebr., S. 
eontents of 
Ord, Nebr., 
Farwell, Nebr., 
Eugene, Ore., 

Brookville, 
Standard, 


Ord, 


Racine, Wis., 


Minn., 


Canada, 


WNebr., 
Elim Homes 


Zion 
Mr. 


Bethany Luth. 


Bethesda Luth. 
Minn., Brookville Luth. 
Alberta, 
Dickson, Alberta, 
Hussar, Alberta, 


the Luth. 


S, Si of St: 
anada, St. 
Bethany Luth. 


Mr; and Mrs. 


Christine Bentsen, Portland, 
Our 
Our 


Savior’s Luth. 
Savior’s Luth. 
Hv. Luth. 

and Mrs. John 


St. 


Birthday Bank $6 


Farwell Luth. 


Can., ‘Nazareth 
Can., 


Can., 


St. Peter’s Luth. 
divided between the Children’s Homes 


Society of Our Savior’s Luth. 


Ansgar Luth. 
Ladies Alid $10 each for the Oaks and 


Roy Anderson and family 


Ss. 
Ss. S., contents of Birthday Bank ... 


Matthew’s Luth. 
Norma Luth. Lad’es Aid of Trinity Church $20 for each 
Children’s Homes 
Norma, N. D., Thanksgiving offering 
S. of Bethany Church, 


Church 
Chureh 
Church 


Luth. Church 
Bethany Luth. Church 
Our Savior’s Luth. Church 
Emmaus Luth. Church 


ish. Sky 


Ansgar Luth. “Church 


Church 


Ore. 
Church 
Seles ie 
Liestad 
Sas. 


‘from. Trinity Church 
offering at Christmas program $1, 


Church 


in memory of 


TOTAL 


36.39) 


450.00}] 0.0... 
50.00 50.00 
500.00]| ccccccesece--. 
105.51 25.00 
27.12 27.12 
12311800 ene 


1125680.32||12810.28 


6:00.00} 


January 16, 1956) 


School General Home 


Indian 


Utah 


Pen) 
sio: 


Fund Fund Mission Mission Mission Fun( 
7800.00/1542.00 
839.87 


10.00) 


20.010! 


200.00: 


20,00 
1231.00 
30.00! 


38237.48 


23229.00|87030.00/29940.00 
10420.19/33302.24| 8237.17 


61546.00 
27313.77 
10.00: 
Soigc ra 
2.00.00 


130480.01 


240.20) ... 
100.00] ... 


4442.87 


5133.22] 90 


64115: 
25922) 


4.07 
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DIAL MISSIONS 


Budgets: 


Emmaus Luth. Church 
ry, Nebr., First Luth. Church 


|, Wis., Mr. and Mrs. Fred Petersen 
ime Wis., Wilking Workers ...........cccccccee 
wood, Calif., Florence Nielsen in 
[Thompson 
‘mood, Calif, Olivet. S. .S.. .......: 

‘wood, Calif., Olivet S. S. for Mrs- Inadomi 


“wood, Calif., Olivet S. S. for Migrant Mission in the San- 
al RWGISS Ona” oe. stacce ane captoeucar uct eee Seem Aen rane en ore ene Eee Ce 
‘thers, Calif., Our Savior’s Luth. Church 
See mOre eeammMaus Lths CHUGH) fiic..cd...csveesteccsnaseeccdeerecosaneoguncce 
sen, Nebr., Fredericksburg S. S., Mission Sunday offering 
659.29, Christmas vrogram offering $33.39 ...... ee 
ma, Nebr., Einar Jorgensen of Pella Church ...... 
fen Nebr, Hredericksburge TLuth. Church  ...0.........cccccesseecsseoceees 
was City, Kan., Westwood Luth. Church ................ 


abon, Ia., Luth. Mission Circle of Our Saviour’s Church 


nego, Ill., John Running of Atonement Church 
Ih, Colo., Tom Jensen, Eben-Ezer 
i@sranch, Ia., Bethany S. So o.....2...:...- 
pown, Wis., Milltown Luth. Church . 
mcer, Ia., Bethany Luth. Church ........... i 
Plame VS Ste Vays? EAnthies (CHUNCH: 1.05.01, shacreseescsteetaacecarsewenreaed 
Lenser, Ta., St. Paul’s Luth. S. S., Christmas Mission offer- 
Ee BRS code Sooo PeNon pean Si eee se ee ue 
ttinger, Ia., St. Paul’s Luth. Church . 
eiacesthyand 9th prade» SiS. Class” ob... cesar 
mto, Ont., Canada, S. S. of St. Ansgar Luth. Church eck 
mton, Ia., Rev. M. Jorgensen for Dr. Winther ...................... 
mark, Wis., the King’s Daughters of Our Savior’s Church 
fetes: Morek’s ‘translation. WOTk® .....).cseccssesctisan.sMensessesechsateos 
me, Wis., the W.M.S. of Our Savior’s Church in memory of 


for Mrs. Charles Johnson, Mrs. Charles Lanner, Mrs. AI- 
“Mbert Larsen, Mrs. Edward Schultz and Mrs. Henry Potter . 
-, Nebr., Mrs. James Hansen for Life Membership for her 
Gener Mrs.) Ke AS TOW ANSEN! oo. c cc. scsecpcageecceccwessos 
len, Nebr., Daughters of Bethany .. aa 
SerNebme bethany liaidies) ATC yc Secwnyeredccvendsooneraiedtovensdeeeen evs 
ver, Colo., St. Mark’s Luth. Guild 
aont, Nebr., Churchwomen of First Luth. Church for Mar- 
Baareih .Nissen’s: proposed hospital o...-.ticc.ccc.sce-sscensventsensnseveeeteaien 
ont, Nebr., Churchwomen of First Luth. Church .................. 
Se ODP EIrSt | LALO COUPCH foot ccctsccens adacsassancssseesecapasdectp.atesetacecsds 
See VUS OMIM SAVIOI SS  LALE IS AC DUP CID Gor vos siencnns'dnsnorpemsien: Ieanotes some 
teley, Calif., Mr. and Mrs. Henry G. Jorgensen in memory 
mof Mrs. Monica Christensen, Oakland, Calif. 0.0.0... eee 
pe iNebr.., Gethsemane Luth. Church W....25.. 28) gessnscecssens. 
RRL ee AEE TCC! CALL OAT cous tcptaseewrecaws a ceestne sh vai doeean vadeetRen Saeed sender’ 
Pai Nebr, Harwell) Purth yi Chur ey 22 ete dcctscsercsscnes te 
ilin, Ia., Hamlin Luth. S. S., Christmas offering .... ithe 
supe Niberta, Can. Bethany, Eauth. Church 220 ciiiis..-..scterccers 
sson, Alberta, Can., Bethany Luth. Church S. S. rally for 
MELE AOE MI NLSSOM 6 cetcscoe «loss ta tecch ech - costinceaty cc saitodsveesastsaseesosodesserascansasasndencs 
tson, Alberta, Can., the Women’s Missionary Society, a 
Christmas gift to Bonatim in the Sudan Mission ..........00.000.... 


Total 


Japan 


South 
Amer. 
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Gen. Fd. 
Santal Sudan Jewish China L.W.A. Foreign 


Received Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission Missions 


73495.62 


79644.80||12 8103.54 


|20227.00 


12424.93 


*ived with thanks. Blair, Nebr., Jan. 7, 1956. 


mgelical Lutheran Church 
ms 49 New Congregations 
meapolis, Minn. —The Evangelical ship centers. 


16000.00 


6851.94 


7696.29 


108.00) 


10000.00/15000.00| | 40815.00 
7666.05|11292.51] 283.24] 101.98134420.17 504.80 


37331.28 


8498.31]12070.36| 438.24: 


H. J. Hansen, Treas. 


to provide church sites and parson- Dakota, 2; Texas, 3; Utah, 1; Wash- 
ages and to build first units of wor- ington, 7; Wisconsin, 1; Alaska, 1; 


Hawaii, 1, and Canada, 3. 


meran Church will establish 49 Locations of the new congregations Since 1944, the ELC has established 
congregations in 1956. Dr. Philip will -be as follows: California, 8; Colo- 293 congregations in 27 states, Alas- 
Dybvig, home missions executive, rado, 1; Florida, 2; Idaho, 1; Illinois, ka, Hawaii and Canada. According 
ounced. - ‘2; Iowa, 2; Minnesota, 5; Montana, 3; to Dr. Dybvig, total value of loans 


ne ELC home missions board ‘will Nevada; 2; New Jersey, 1; New York, now outstanding of the ELC’s church 
_ $2,300,000 to the congregations» 1; Oregon, 1; Pennsylvania, 1; South extension fund is nearly $7,000,000. 


| 


1956 LENTEN READING 


Sermons on the Passion of Christ 
By Martin Luther 


For the first time in many years some of the famous Len- 
ten sermons of the great reformer are once more available in 
an English translation. The original translation of this vol- 
ume was made over seventy years ago and has been out of 
print for a great many years. Both laymen and pastors will 
find this revised edition helpful and stimulating as an im- 
portant part of their Lenten reading. The translators, Prof. 
E. Smid and J. T. Isensee have indeed performed a service 
in permitting today’s readers to “diwell” with Martin Luther 
in a further study of the passion of Christ through some of 
his sermons. 224 pages. (A-6) $2.50 (Posage 12c) 


God Incognito 


By Roy A. Harrisville 


A series of eight sermons for reading during Lent, ser- 
mons which bring new insights to old truths. Dr. Harris- 
ville reveals the events of the Passion Story as “disguises 
in which God cloaked His plan of Salvation.” Beneath the 
veil and disguise of Christ’s submissiveness and helpless- 
ness, He was in command—in the Garden of Gethsemane, 
during the Trial, on the Cross, The outward impressions of 
His weakness and defeat are shown to be strength and vic- 
tory incognito. This is writing out of the ordinary that will 
make the reader look hard again at the Lenten scene for 
shades of meaning he may have missed. 96 pages. (A-5). 

Glossy Kromekote Cover, $1.50 (Postage 8c) 


Seriously, Now 
By A. Reuben Gornitzka 


This Lenten book contains brief chapters which are intend- 
ed as “thought-starters” for the Lenten season. These medi- 
tations are beneficial as catapults for pastors’ talks and ser- 
mons or private devotional life. They are skillfully applied 
to very ordinary, everyday living, and each is begun with 
Scripture. Illustrations are from author’s own experiences in 
the ministry. Appeal is not limited to Lutherans. 96 pages. 
(A-5). Glossy Kromekote Cover, $1.50 (Postage 8c) 


Facing the Cross 


These messages ere written by pastors of the American 
Lutheran Church. Thirteen well written contributions, many 
with a unique approach such as: The Small People Around 
the Cross; And This is God; Seven Sorrows of Our Lord; The 
Faces cf Death; God in the Hands of Man; and others. (W-89) 


$2.50 (Postage 8c) 


Lutheran Publishing House 


200 S. Fifth Street "age Blair, Nebraska 


Scnve 


S01gi0 ssay 


For the Lenten Offer 


No. GDB400 


MAIJILABLE SELF-DENIAL FOL! 
No. GDB400. A Dime Each Day 
ing Lent—40 Dimes Folder. Co! 
iently mails in correspondence siz 
velope. Forty self-computing pt 


encourage larger totals. Cover p 
in full color. (C-14) ) 
$1.10 per doz.; $7.00 


SS 


No. K-30 No. 26 
_ COLLECTION BOXES © 
Folding collection banks to asse 
2x2x2%. Self-locking. May be n 
flat. Order by number and name ( 
No. K30—Lent No. K40—I 
_65¢ a dozen; $4.50 a hundred 
Fibreboard with metal top and 
tom, large slot. Space for name, ad 
and return date. Order by numbe 
name. (A-1) 
No. 26—Lenten Self-Denial 
No. 22—Kaster Offering 
10c each; 80c a dozen; $6.00 a hu 


SE DDD Db bbb tt tf 


Lutheran Publishing House 
200 South 5th Street 

Blair, Nebraska 
P 


lease send me the following: 


—Sermons on the Passion of Christ 
—God Incognito 

—Seriously, Now 

—Facing the Cross 

- GDB400 Self-Denial Folders 
. K39 Lenten Collection Boxes 
. K40 Easter Collection Boxes 
. 26 Lenten Self-Denial Boxes 
. 22 Easter Offering Boxes 


enclose $ CO: De 


Charge. 
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